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Welcome

The webinar will begin shortly. If you are joining 
as a group, please use the chat for roll call (enter 
your name and region or direct-funded district).

Thank you!
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Welcome and Introductions

Session Presenters
• Juli Auld, Education Research and Evaluation Consultant, 

California Department of Education (CDE)
• Jose Valencia, Migrant Student Information Network (MSIN) 

Lead, WestEd
• Victor Garibay, MSIN Specialist, WestEd
• Heather Medina, Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) 

Lead, WestEd
• Meena Kaur, Data Analyst - Migrant Education Special Projects, 

WestEd
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Welcome and Introductions (2)

Target Audience
• Migrant Education Program (MEP) Directors and Managers
• MSIN Power Users and Data Specialists
• MSIN users who enter Communication Events, Services, or 

Individual Needs Assessments/Individual Learning Plans 
(INA/ILP)
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Purpose

This webinar will provide an overview of the child count 
definitions used for state and federal reporting and how MSIN 
and the Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) calculate 
these counts.

The webinar’s purpose is to ensure that subgrantees are fully 
aware of the count rules and how to maximize their counts, 
especially because they directly impact state and local funding.
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Session Objectives

Participants will:

• review child count definitions and where they come from;

• learn child count rules in MSIN and MSIX;

• review child count reports in MSIN and MSIX;

• review frequently asked questions (FAQs) about child counts in 
State reports (subgranting and regional application [RA] reports);

• learn how to maximize Category 1 and Category 2 counts; and

• receive resources to train MSIN users locally.
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Child Count 
Definitions
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What are MEP child counts?

Category 1: The unduplicated statewide total of children or youth 
who...

1. were eligible for the MEP (based on verified Certificates of Eligibility) 
during the Performance Period (PP) (i.e., 9/1/2020 – 8/31/2021), AND

2. resided in the State for one or more days during the Performance 
Period, AND

3. were ages 3 through 21 during the Performance Period.

Category 2: Subset of Category 1 AND the children or youth were 
served one or more days in a MEP-funded summer or intersession 
program(s) during the Performance Period.
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Why do we need MEP child counts?

• Both Category 1 and Category 2 child counts are used by the 
Office of Migrant Education (OME) to determine each state’s 
grant allocation.

• CDE must report these counts annually (along with other data) 
after the end of each performance period.

• The state allocation formula is found in the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA).
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Where do the rules for calculating MEP child 
counts come from?

• States receive instructions annually for calculating migratory child 
counts from the United States Department of Education (ED). 
These instructions are called file specifications and the data is 
known as EDFacts files. 

• States submit the MEP data to the ED in November and December 
by submitting the EDFacts files.

o For example, the specifications for file number 121 (FS121) provide 
the rules for calculating child counts, including Category 1. The 
specifications for file number 122 (FS122) provide the rules for 
Category 2 child counts. 
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Why is it important to understand how Category 
1 and Category 2 counts are determined?

• Category 1 counts determine 55% of your funding from CDE

• Category 2 counts determine 25% of your funding from CDE

• Errors in data for these counts will affect your allocation
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Questions?
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Check for Understanding

• Next, you will see a pop-up window with questions and 
response options.

• There are three questions for this section; answer them as best 
you can.

• If you are participating as a group, enter the option chosen by 
the majority of the group.

• You will get a warning when the poll is about to close.



14

Child Counts 
in MSIN
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How are the MEP child counts shown in MSIN 
calculated?

• The Counts Report in MSIN uses the same general rules as the 
MSIX system.

• In addition, MSIN has more specific rules that make it easier for 
California to show that a child was present during the 
Performance Period (PP).

o For example, any Communication Event entered in MSIN can 
serve as a “Residency Verification Date” (evidence of presence in 
the PP).
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What else has changed with respect to MEP 
child counts?

• OME is still planning to use the MSIX system to calculate 
child counts based on the Minimum Data Elements (MDE) 
that states provide in their regular MSIX data submissions.

• Within the MSIX system, the “MSIX Child Count” report will 
soon replace the EDFacts child counts that we submit 
annually to ED.
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Remembering Child Counts Rules

Add dates to verify residency 
during the window of time when 
a child is eligible for MEP-funded 
services.
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How the Rules for the Category 1 Count Work 
in MSIN and MSIX

Sept. 1, 2020 Aug. 31, 2021  

Performance Period
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (2)
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (3)
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (4)
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (5)
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (6)
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (7)
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Scenario #1: Child’s eligibility expires during 
the Performance Period (8)
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What are MEP child counts? (2)

Category 1: The unduplicated statewide total of children or 
youth who...

1. were eligible for the MEP (based on verified Certificates of Eligibility) 
during the Performance Period (e.g., 9/1/2020 – 8/31/2021), AND

2. resided in the State one or more days during the Performance 
Period, AND

3. were ages 3 through 21 during the Performance Period.

Category 2: Subset of Category 1 AND the children or youth 
were served one or more days in a MEP-funded summer or 
intersession program(s) during the Performance Period.
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Scenario #2: Child age 3 or older before the 
PP and eligible for entire PP
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Scenario #3: Child turns 3 years old during the 
Performance Period
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Scenario #4: Youth turns 22 years old during 
the Performance Period
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Clarification: Equivalent Terms

End of Eligibility (EOE) = Eligibility Expiration Date (EED) = 
Termination Date

Examples include:
• Child’s Qualifying Arrival Date (QAD) expires (i.e., EOE is 

normally 36 months after a child’s QAD)
• Youth graduates or completes a high school equivalency 

diploma
• Youth turns 22 years old
• Parent/OSY decline participation in the MEP
• Child/youth passes away



32

Key Takeaways

The date that proves presence (i.e., Residency Verification 
Date) must be while the child is still eligible, which means:

• After they turn 3 years old, and
• Before their “End of Eligibility” date (i.e., before their QAD 

expires, before graduating, before a youth turns 22 years 
old, or before the child/youth passes away).

Rule of thumb: Add dates to verify residency during the window 
of time when a child is eligible for MEP-funded services.
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Questions? (2)
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Check for Understanding (2)
Which date(s) will make this example child part of the 
Category 1 Count for 2020-2021? 
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Check for Understanding (3)
Which date(s) will make this example child (who turned 
3 yrs. old) part of the Category 1 Count for 2020-2021?
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Category 2 
Count Rules
in MSIN & 
MSIX
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What are MEP child counts? (3)

Category 1: The unduplicated statewide total of children or youth 
who...

1. were eligible for the MEP (based on verified Certificates of 
Eligibility) during the Performance Period (e.g., 9/1/2020 –
8/31/2021), AND

2. resided in the State one or more days during the Performance 
Period, AND

3. were ages 3 through 21 during the Performance Period.

Category 2: Subset of Category 1 AND the children or youth were 
served one or more days in a MEP-funded summer or intersession 
program(s) during the Performance Period.
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Scenario #5: Child age 3 or older, eligible 
entire PP, and served in Summer
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Demonstration: 
MSIN Child 
Counts
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Child Count Categories
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Child Count Categories (2)
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Child Count Categories (3)
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What are the rules MSIN uses to determine the 
unduplicated child count for Category 1?

The Category 1 count includes children who met all the rules in 
the EiP column, then all the rules in the CAT 1 column, as 
follows:
• Be on a verified COE with a valid QAD (expiration date or 

termination within or after the PP);
• Have a Residency Verification Date within the PP (must be 

after turning 3 years old and before their eligibility expires); 
• Be ages 3 – 21.999 during the PP; 
• Passed the de-duplication process in MSIN; and
• Counted only once in the State (i.e., unduplicated count).
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What are the rules MSIN uses to determine the 
unduplicated child count for Category 2?

The Category 2 count includes children who met all the rules in 
the CAT 1 column and the additional rules in the CAT 2 column, 
as follows:
• Are already counted in Category 1; and 
• Were served by the MEP during the Summer; or
• Were served by the MEP during an Intersession (applies only 

to year-round schools); and
• The service dates are within the PP; and
• The service dates are after age 3 and before age 21.999.



45

Questions? (3)
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MSIX 
Demonstration: 
Child Counts
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MSIX Child Count Report
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MSIX Child Count Report (2)
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MSIX Child Count Report (3)
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MSIX Child Count Report (4)
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Child 
Counts in 
State 
Reports
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FAQ: Why don’t the child count totals match up 
across reports?

Each report has a specific purpose. This means the criteria for 
counting children will vary across reports, rendering them 
incomparable. 

• For example, the Subgranting Report is meant to help 
subgrantees calculate grant amounts using a formula with 
several different types of child counts.

• In contrast, the Demographic Profile (by school) is meant to 
help subgrantees plan programs by showing how many 
children they have by school and age/grade. This report is 
based on the child’s date of birth (DOB) and enrollment data. 
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FAQ: What Is the difference between a 
duplicated and an unduplicated count?

- Pepe Gomez (student)

At the regional level (R02):

• Duplicated Count = 3

• Unduplicated Count = 1
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FAQ: Why are the counts in assessment 
reports lower?

The assessment reports in your RA/DSA packet (i.e., RAADS, 
DAADS, ELPAC, etc.) will have lower student counts than your 
subgranting and profile reports because:

• Migratory children move often and may miss assessment 
windows.

• Children are matched to their assessment results using their 
Statewide Student Identifier (SSID), but only if this number is 
verified as belonging to the correct child. 

• Some subgrantees have large non-attending populations that 
would not be assessed (e.g., Pre-K children and OSYs).
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Questions? (4)
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Next Steps & 
Considerations
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How Subgrantees Can Maximize Their MEP 
Child Counts

• Train local MEP staff to understand the child count rules, 
especially staff who enter Enrollment Lines, Communication 
Events, and Services.

• Make sure Annual Verifications (or other Communication 
Events) are done after a child turns 3, before the child's EOE 
(End of Eligibility) date, and within the Performance Period.

• Use MSIN Data Monitoring Reports – particularly R Enroll, 
not EiP and N Enroll, not EiP – to determine which 
children/youth still need a date to be counted in the PP.
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MSIN Data Privacy and Security

Every MSIN user must follow all local and state measures to 
protect student data, including (but not limited to) the following:
• Never share access to the MSIN (your username and password).
• Consider your location when viewing confidential data (anything 

in the MSIN); others should not be able to see what is on your 
screen.

• Do not email electronic versions of forms and reports (e.g., 
PDFs, Excel files) unless they are encrypted per CDE standards.
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MSIN Data Privacy and Security (2)

• Store paper forms and reports in a secure location (locked 
cabinet).

• Shred paper forms and reports that are no longer needed, as the 
MSIN stores electronic versions of Certificates of Eligibility 
(COEs) and Individual Needs Assessments/Individual Learning 
Plans (INA/ILPs).

• Routinely check your computer’s downloads folder(s) and delete 
any files that contain PII, whether they are from MSIN or any 
other student data system.
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Additional Resources

• Subgrantees may use this presentation to train local MEP 
staff. 

• User guides, reference documents, and “how-to” videos are 
found on the MSIN home page. 

• If any questions arise, MEP staff should consult with their 
supervisors or local MSIN Power Users first. Remaining 
questions can be submitted to the MSIN Service Desk.
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Contact Information

Juli Auld
Education Research and Evaluation Consultant

California Department of Education
jauld@cde.ca.gov

916-319-0410
__________________________________________________

MSIN Service Desk 
MSINsupport@wested.org
1-800-342-2964, option 2
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